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Fig.1 Indoor archaeological excavation site of Nanhai |
shipwreck (Image source; Underwater Archaeological
Team of Nanhai 1)
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Fig.2 Preservation status of underwater stone carving

cultural relics at Coral Island ( Image source: 2015

Xisha Underwater Archaeological Team)
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Fig.3 Cannons salvaged from Shangchuan Island

(Image source: 2016 Shangchuan Island

Underwater Archaeological Team)
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Fig.4 Porcelain salvaged from Shangchuan Island

(Image source: 2016 Shangchuan Island

Underwater Archaeological Team)
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Fig.5 Steel frame used for the protection of the original

shipwreck of Nan’ao 1 (Image source: Underwater

Archaeological Team of Nan’ao 1)
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A summary of research on underwater cultural heritage site protection

WANG Hao
( National Centre of Underwater Cultural Heritage, Beijing 100192, China)

Abstract: Having been under the sea for many years, ancient cultural relics have adapted to the surrounding
chemical , physical and ecological environments, and have achieved a balanced state of preservation. In this paper,
we summarize the impact of underwater burial environments on cultural relics, and elaborate on the protection
methods applied at various types of underwater cultural heritage sites (e.g. ancient shipwrecks, settlement sites) by
developed countries, and discuss their related research results. We hope that this paper will provide references for
relevant research work implemented in China.

Key words: Underwater; Cultural heritage; Protection of cultural relics; Burial environment
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