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Fig.1 Weave structure of the developed silk crepeline
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Fig.2 Silk robe with braiding decoration on the waist
(collection of CNSM)
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Fig.3 Covered with dark brown crepeline on the embroidery

part on the left shoulder
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Fig.4 Jin silk with wild goose and butterfly motif on
blue ground( collection of CNSM)
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Shaoxing Archaeological Research Institute )
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Fig.9 Satin scarf with pine, bamboo and plum motif

(before conservation, collection of CNSM)
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Fig.10 Sandwich the scarf between an overlay of

light brown silk crepeline
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Fig. 11 Tassels of the scarf (after conservation)
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conservation, collection of CNSM)
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Fig. 13 Use one layer yellow silk crepeline on the top and

red silk crepeline putting on yellow linen as the support fabric
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Methods of using silk crepeline in the conservation of ancient Chinese textiles

WANG Shu — juan
( China National Silk Museum, Hangzhou 310002, China)

Abstract; Silk crepeline is a thin and transparent silk fabric having a plain weave. It is often used in Europe and
America for textile conservation, especially for fragile objects. China in recent years has witnessed the introduction
of and the ever increasingly wide usage of crepeline. But the product has never been locally made in China, so the
China National Silk Museum has cooperated with Zhejiang Science and Technology University to research, to devel-
op, and to produce this fabric. This paper introduces the characteristics of the developed fabric and the ways to use
it in the conservation of ancient Chinese textiles. This fabric usually covers the ancient textiles and is sewed to the
objects with stitches. There are two ways of covering depending on the state of preservation of ancient textiles. One
is to cover the whole object, and the other is to cover the damaged area only. And there are three methods to use
the silk crepeline in layers. One is to sandwich the ancient fabric between an overlay of silk crepeline. The second
is to use only one layer of silk crepeline on the top and to use a support fabric that is the similar to the ancient ob-
ject. The third is to use more than one layer of crepeline in different colors as the support fabric in order to get a
color close to that of the ancient textile. The use of crepeline is a very good textile conservation method. It is espe-
cially good for the treatment of objects that are too fragile to be stitched. One problem of this method is the loss of
edge threads after the final cut.

Key words: Silk crepeline; Chinese ancient textiles; Conservation; Cover
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