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Table 2 Optical characteristics of Qin terra cotta figures pigments
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Table 3 Comparison of different archeological sites
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Application of powdered samples polarized light microscopy
in identification of artists pigments

XIA Yin, ZHOU Ties ZHANG Zhi - jun
(Museum of the Terracotta Wamriors and Horses of Qin SHIhuang, Lintong Shaanxi 710600, China )

Abstract: This article briefly introduces the process of identifying and distinguishing pigments with the different particle
optical characteristics using polarized light microscope. The characteristics of Qin terra cotta figures’ pigments are given
and comparison with several famous archaeological sites is outlined. Helped with powdered samples polarized light mi-
cwoscopy and micro — chemisiry, ancient inorganic and organic pigments can be identified and rock, ceramic, corrosion
product can also be studied.

Key words: Qin terracotta figures; Powdered samples polarized light microscopy; Micro — chemistry; Pigment identifica-
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